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EXCBEPTS FEOM THE PAPEES OF DE. BENJAMIN 

EUSH. 

Madam. 

I sit down with great pleasure to acknowledge the receipt 
of a letter from Mr. Adams, dated Feby 8., with a postscript 
from you, which thro' a mistake or neglect in some of the 
post offices did not reach me 'till the 10th of this instant. 
I hope it is not too late to thank you for them both. The 
remedies you have demanded from me to relieve the anguish 
of your mind, occasioned by parting with your dear Mr. 
Adams, have now become unnecessary from my hand. 
You have drawn a hundred resources of comfort from 
other quarters since he left his native Shores. You have 
heard of his safe arrival in France, of the marks of respect 
with which he was introduced into that country, and above 
all, of his zeal, and industry in promoting the liberties, 
and adding to the Stability of the independance of the 
United States. Give me leave to congratulate you upon 
each of these events. To greive at the Absence of a hus- 
band thus honoured, & thus employed, partakes of the 
weakness of those who bewail the premature translation of 
a friend from the humble pursuits of earth to the active & 
beneficent employments of the kingdom of heaven. 

I am led by the many amiable traits I have received of 
your character from Mr. Adams, to call upon you to rejoice 
in the happy changes that have taken^lace in the appearance 
of our Affairs, since my correspondence commenced with 
Mr. Adams. An alliance has been formed with the first mon- 
archy in Europe, the haughty court of Britain has been 
forced to sue her once insulted colonies for peace, the cap- 
ital of Pennsylvania, the Object of the expenses & blood of 
a whole campaign has been evacuated, the flower of the 
British army has been defeated, and above all, a French 
fleet hovers over our coasts. These Madam, are great, and 
unexpected events, and call for the gratitude of our country 
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to the great arbiter of human Affairs. "When the Duke 
D' Avignon saw his last Ship perish in a Storm, the war 
before last, at Halifax, after having witnessed the destruction 
of a whole army by Sickness, he cried out, " God is resolved 
to have all the honor of conquering us to himself." In 
like manner heaven seems resolved to have all the glory of 
our deliverance to itself. The wisdom of our counsels was 
often foolishness, & the Strength of our Arms was too often 
Weakness. Even the capture of Burgoyne was the effect 
of a mistake in Congress. By recalling Genl. Gates from 
Ticonderoga, they gave the enemy a post which afterwards 
led them into the heart of our country. The restoring 
Genl. Gates to his command was not the effect of the 
wisdom of the Congress, but the result of the clamors & 
Spirit of the people. 

Soon after my last letter to Mr. Adams, I was forced to 
resign my commission of Physician-General to the army, 
having no prospect of being supported in doing my duty, 
either by the Congress, or principal Officers in the army. 
This prepared the way for my returning to Philada. as soon 
as the enemy left it, where I am now settled with my family 
in the business of my profession. Our city has undergone 
some purification, but it still resembles too much the ark 
which preserved not only the clean but unclean animals 
from the deluge which overwhelmed the old world. 

I beg you would present Miss Adams with the little book 
wch. accompanies this letter. It was written by Dr. Greg- 
ory, one of my Masters, a worthy & eminent physician in 
the city of Edinburgh. 

My Dr. Mrs. Rush joins in best compts. to you and your 
little family, with Madam your most 

Obedient 
Hble 

Servant 

B. Rush. 

Sepr. 3. 1778 
Mrs Adams 
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MY DBAR FBIEND. 

Your letter written a few days before your embarkation 
for France, lays me under an Obligation to renew my 
correspondence with you. You are pleased to say, my 
letters give you pleasure. This is eno' for me. Happy 
shall I esteem myself, if thro' your eminent & useful Station, 
I can convey a single idea that will add a mite to the happi- 
ness of our beloved country. 

Many new events have happened in our military & politi- 
cal World since you left us, which have opened a new 
system of thinking & acting among us. The Success of the 
army in extorting half pay for seven years from the Con- 
gress, has led them to extend their Views to all the emolu- 
ments of a Standing Army. It is treason to oppose the 
Scheme in a company of Officers — many of our citizens 
defend it — and the idea once so horrid in the ears of an 
American is tollerated even among our rulers. The great 
Object of our Affection now is Independayice, — the only Ob- 
jects of our fears and resentments are British Commissioners, 
now too contemptible to excite Anger. We have forgotten 
that we drew the Sword in defence of freedom, and we 
have not a single suspicion that the destruction of our 
republic can originate only from causes within ourselves. 

The Eastern States still retain their republican Spirit. 
But Alas ! there is a degeneracy even among them of re- 
publican virtue & manners. But the States to the West- 
ward of Hudson's river, are nearly as aristocratical & 
monarchical as they were seven years ago. We hear as 
much of honor among them, as you do at the court of 
France. We even advertise Accts. of Duels. It is true we 
hate our late Soveriegn on the British throne, but we have 
substituted an idol in the room of him, and we derive all 
the blessings of our present glorious revolution from his 
Arm alone. We say in contempt of the very genius of 
republicanism, which Supposes as many Servants of the 
public as there are freemen, that no man but our Com- 
mander-in-chief could have kept our Army together, and 
vol. xxix. — 2 
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that his fall would be the extinction of our liberty. We 
have lost but few men in battle, and yet every campaign 
has wasted an Army for us. You know already my Opinion 
of the cause of the misfortunes which have befallen our 
troops, and that I have always ascribed them to Other 
Sources than the negligence of Officers, or the wickedness 
of Commissaries & Quarter Masters General. 

Characters appear in One age, and are only to be known 
in another. General Conway, who was the nerves ; Mifflin, 
who was the Spirit ; & Lee, who was the Soul of our army, 
have all been banished from Head-Quarters. The last has 
been most unjustly condemned by a Court Martial for 
saving our army at Monmouth on the 28th of last June. 
Genl. Washington was his accuser. The Congress I believe 
disapprove of the Sentence, but are so much afraid of the 
workmanship of their own hands, that they are afraid to 
reverse it. I blush for my Country when I tell you that 
several Members of Congress leave the house when the affair 
is bro't on the carpet. 

Adieu, my dear friend. Cease not to love, and serve our 
dear country. I expect (to speak in the puritanical phrase- 
ology of our Ancestors) to see a republican Spirit yet 
poured out upon us. Adieu. Yours — 

Yours — Yours, 

B. Rush. 

Philada. 

Octobr 27. 1778. 

John Adams Esqr. — 

Commissioner from the Ud. States of Ama. 
to the Court of France. 

Philada Novr 5th 1778. 
My dear Friend. 

I am much Obliged to you for opening a correspondence 
between Dr Garden and me. I beg you would thank the 
Doctor in my name for his polite letter, and tell him I shall 
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not fail of answering it as soon as I meet with any thing in 
the line of our profession worthy of his Attention. 

Many thanks to you for your Oration. It is pregnant 
with Sentiment, and breathes a Spirit of freedom which 
cannot be counterfitted. Some trifling Alterations, I think, 
might have been made in the Stile. My great partiality to 
Swift, Hume, Bolingbroke, and Sir "Wm Temple, as Models 
of fine writing, leads me to prefer Simplicity to every thing 
in composition. I do not wonder that Mr. Pope, speaks of 
the " Majesty," and Lord Shaftebury, of the " divineness" 
of Simplicity in writing. In my Opinion it is the perfec- 
tion of Stile, and is generally a very late Attainment of 
"Writers. 

I hear with great pleasure of your progress in reputation 
& in the esteem of your fellow citizens. I anticipate your 
rising on some future day to the first honors of your State. 
In your career towards political fame and importance, you 
will soon lose sight of your old friend. I have detached 
myself wholly from public business, & live only for the 
benefit of an amiable wife, and promising boy, & my circle 
of patients. This mode of life is the effect of choice no less 
than of necessity, for the power which now rules in our 
State is composed of my particular friends, from whom I 
could ask nothing in vain. Our new Government is de- 
molishing, & those furious patriots who have half ruined 
our State, are now sinking into Obscurity & contempt. We 
expect soon to see a convention called which will restore 
to us (with a few necessary Alterations) our old constitution 
under which Pensylvania became the first spot, not only 
in America, but upon the Surface of the earth. 

I cannot help calling upon you to offer up your thanks to 
God with mine, that your friend Rush, is now in the land 
of the living. On the 12th of last September, I was seized 
with a most malignant bilious fever (caught from One of my 
patients), which reduced me to the brink of the grave. My 
physicians Redman, Kuhn & Morgan, shook their heads as 
they went out of my room. My friends could do little 
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more than weep at my bedside. I made my will, and took 
leave of life. But in the extremity of my danger, it pleased 
G-od (on the 11th day) to break the violence of my disease, 
& I am now thro' divine goodness so perfectly recovered as 
to be able to do business as usual. 

General Lee's tryal is the common subject of conversation 
in this place. The sentence of the court-martial is now 
before Congress. They dare not confirm it, for the pro- 
ceedings of the court, which are printed, not only shew that 
Lee is innocent of the charges brought against him, but 
that he saved our Army, & country on the 28th of June. 
They dare not reverse it, for this would impeach the veracity 
and candor of our commander-in-chief, & he possesses nearly 
as much influence over the resolutions of our Congress as the 
king of Britain does over the Acts of the British parliament. 
DeWit & Barnevelt were sacrificed to the excessive influence 
& popularity of a Stadholder. They suffered Death. We 
refine upon the cruelty of the mob of Amsterdam. We 
destroy reputation, which is dearer to a military man than 
life itself. Conway, Mifflin, & Lee were sacrificed to the 
excessive influence & popularity of One Man. They were 
the first characters in the army, & are all honest men. 
Where is the republican Spirit of our country ? For my 
part, I wish to see something like the Ostracism of the 
Athenians introduced among us. Monarchies are illumi- 
nated by a Sun, but republics should be illuminated only by 
constellations of great Men. 

Adieu, my Dr. Sir, and believe me to be your sincere 
friend & 

Hble Servt 

B. Rush. 

Philada. 

Novr. 6th. 1778. 

Db David Ramsay 

Charlestown South Carolina. 
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Dear Sir. 

It gave me great pleasure to find from your last letter 
that your feelings & Opinions accord so exactly with mine 
on the present state of our Affairs. The time is now past, 
when the least danger is to be apprehended to our liberties 
from the power of Britain, the Arts of commissioners, or 
the machinations of tories. Tyranny can now enter our 
country only in the shape of a Whig. All our jealousy 
Should be of ourselves. All our fears, Should be of our 
great men, whether in civil or military authority. Our 
Congress begin already to talk of the Slate Necessity, and of 
making justice yield in some cases to policy. This was the 
apology, I was told, for confirming the unjust Sentence that 
was passed upon General Lee. Qordon tells us that in Eng- 
land, the "Whigs in power are always tories, and the tories 
out of power are always Whigs. I think I have discovered 
Something of the same kind already in our country. In my 
opinion, we have more to dread from the Ambition, ava- 
rice, craft & dissolute Manners of our Whigs than we have 
from a host of Governor Robinsons, Dr Berkenhouts, Hutch- 
insons or Galloways. Virtue, Virtue, alone my dear friend, 
is the basis of a republic. "Fiat justitia, ruat coelura," 
was my maxim during the short time I acted for the pub- 
lic. I had no political Ambition to gratify. I neither 
feared nor courted any party. I loved liberty for its own 
Sake, & I both loved & pitied human nature too much to 
flatter it. But what was the consequence ? my political race 
was Short. I thank my countrymen for dismissing me from 
their Service. I want no Offices nor honors from them. 
My temper & my business render me alike independent of 
the world. But still I will love them, & watch for their 
happiness. I long to see the image of God restored to the 
human mind. I long to see Virtue & religion supported & 
vice & irreligion banished from Society by wise & equitable 
governments. I long to see an Asylum prepared for the 
persecuted & oppressed of all countries, & a door opened 
for the progress of knowledge, literature, the Arts, & the 
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Gospel of Jesus Christ, to the ends of the earth. And these 
great events are only to he accomplished by establishing & 
perpetuating liberty in our country. O ! best of blessings ! 
Who would not follow thee blindfold? "Who would not 
defend thee from the treachery of friends as well as from 
the malice of enemies ? But I must stop. When liberty, 
the liberty we loved, and contended for in the years 1774 & 
1775 is my Subject, I know not where to begin, nor where 
to end. 0! come coelestial stranger & dwell in this our 
land. Let not our ignorance, our Venality, our luxury, our 
idolatry to individuals, & our Other antirepublican Vices, 
provoke thee to forsake the temple our Ancestors prepared 
for thee. Put us not off with Great Britain's acknowledg- 
ing our independance. Alas ! the great Ultimatum of our 
modern patriots. It is liberty alone that can make us 
happy. And without it the memorable 4th of July 1776, 
will be execrated by posterity as the day in which Pandora's 
box was opened in this country. 

I am impatient to see your history. How many Chapters 
or Volumes have you allotted for the blunders of our Con- 
gress, & generals ? Weak minds begin already to ascribe 
our deliverance to them. Had not heaven defeated their 
counsels in a thousand instances, we should have been 
hewers of wood & drawers of water to the Subjects of the 
king of Britain. 

With compts. to Mrs Gordon &c. I 

am yours sincerely, 

B. Rush. 

Deer 10th 1778. 

Rbvd Mb. Gordon, at Roxbury, near Boston. 

April 20, 1780 
Dr Sib. 

This letter will be handed to you by Dr John Foulke, a 
young Gentleman of a respectable Quaker family, who goes 
to France to finish his Studies in medicine. He is a youth 
of a fair character & promising Abilities, & wt. I know will 
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add to his merit wth you, he is friendly to the liberties of 
our country. 

It gave me great pleasure to hear of your safe arrival & 
favourable reception in Spain. We long to hear of your 
entering upon the business of your embassy. I envy your 
children the happiness of calling that man father, who after 
contributing his Share towards giving liberty and indepen- 
dance, will finally restore peace to the United States of 
America. 

Our Affairs wear their usual checkered aspect. Our 
goverments increase daily in Strength & reputation. Our 
army (which I saw a few Weeks ago at Morristown), is now 
inferior to few of the armies of Europe in Order and dis- 
cipline. The number of our soldiers is small, owing, not to 
a decay of the miliy or Whiggish Spirit among us, but to a 
want of money to purchase recruits. The new Scheme of 
Congress for calling in the circul'g money at 40 to 1 will I 
believe be adopted with some alterations by the States. 
This will, we hope, restore the .vigor of 1775 to our coun- 
sels & arms. 

The French Alliance is not less dear to the true Whigs 
than Independance itself. Even the tories have conformed 
in some degree to it. The Chev. de la Luzerne, has made 
them by his politeness & liberality, almost forget the mis- 
chianzas of their once beloved friends the British. 

Charlestown is in Jeopardy. But we believe all things 
will work together for Good for us. Commerce & Agri- 
culture flourish. 

Adieu, Yours &c 

B. Rush. 

Honble. John Adams 

at the Court of Versailles. 

Conversations with Dr Franklin. 

1785. — Dined with the Dr. with Dr. Bamsay, Mr. Rittin- 
house, Mr. Littlepage, ' Littlepage's Salutation,' &c. He 
said the foundation of the American revolution was laid in 
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1733, by a clause in a bill to subject tbe Colonies to being 
gov'd by Royal instructions whicb was rejected. He said 
in 1756, when he went to England, he had a long conversa- 
tion with Mr. Pratt (afterwards Lord Camden) who told 
him that Britain would drive the colonies to independance. 
This he said first led him to realise its occurring shortly. 

1786 Augt. — I waited on the Dr. with a Dr. Minto. He 
said he believed that Tobacco would in a few years go out 
of use. That, about 30 years ago, when he went to Eng- 
land, Smoaking was universal in taverns, coffe-houses, & pri- 
vate families, but that it was now generally laid aside, that 
the use of Snuff, from being universal in France, was be- 
come unfashionable among genteel people, no person of 
fashion under 30 years of age now snuffed in Prance. He 
added that, Sir Jno Pringle & he had observed that tremors 
of the hands were more frequent in Prance than elsewhere, 
& probably from the excessive use of Snuff. They once saw 
in a company of 16 but two persons who had not these 
tremors at a table in France. He said Sir John was cured 
of a tremor by leaving off Snuff. He concluded that there 
was no great advantage in using Tobacco in any way, for 
that he had kept company with persons who used it all his 
life, & no one had ever advised him to use it. The Dr. in 
the 81st year of his age declared he had never snuffed, 
chewed, or smoked. 

Septem'r 23rd. — Three persons who don't care how little 
they get for their money, waited upon the Dr. with Mr Bee. 
He said he believed the Accts. of the plague in Turkey 
were exaggerated. He once conversed with a Dr MacKensie 
who had resided 38 years at Constantinople, who told him 
there were jive plagues in that town. The plague of the 
drugger-men or interpreters, who spread false stories of the 
prevalence of the plague in Order to drive foreign ministers 
into the country, in order that they might enjoy a little 
leisure. 2. The plague of debtors, who when dunned, 
looked out of their windows, and told their creditors, not 
to come in for the plague is in their houses. 3. The plague 
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of the Doctors, for as they are never paid for their At- 
tendance on such patients as die, Unless it be with the 
plague, they make most of fatal diseases the plague. The 
Dr forgot the other two. He added that Dr MacKensie 
upon hearing that 660 dead with the plague, were carried 
out of one of the gates daily, had the curiosity to stand by 
that gate for one whole day, & counted only 66. 

1786 Sepr. — "Waited upon the Dr. with Mr K. Stockton, 
he told us that in 1723, people went to market with cut 
silver, those who had it not, procured provisions by taking 
the country people to two Stalls in the market, & giving 
them goods for them, which goods were charged to their 
Acct's. & paid for once or twice a year. He added that, it 
would be an advantage to our country for the Europeans to 
be the carriers of our produce for many years, for as they 
could not afford to lye long in our ports, they must always 
sell 10 1J. cent, lower & buy 10 ^. cent, higher than our 
own merchants, product of German Industry. 

Octbr 1. — Dined with the Dr., with Mr. Bee, Dr. Minto, 
Dr. Kuhn, &c. He said interest was 3 f} cent 1*. month, 
for 10 months in China, or 30 ^ cent, fi anm., which pro- 
moted industry, kept down the price of land, & made free- 
holds more common. Upon another occasion he said that 
Credit produced Idleness & vice, & he wished that all debts 
should like debts of honor or game Debts, be irrecoverable 
by law. He added this day that in the last 30 years of hiB 
life, he had never enjoyed better health, than at present. 

Oetobr 12. — Waited on him with Dr Nisbet. He observed 
that by raising the ear with his hand, he heard better than 
without it, & still better if he formed a concave with his 
hand round his ear. He spoke in high terms of the game 
of Chess. 

1787 May 3rd. — Drank tea with Dr. F., he spoke in high 
terms ag'st. negro Slavery, & said he printed a book 40 
years ago written by Ben. Lay ag'st. it, w'ch. tho' confused, 
contained just tho'ts & good sense, but in bad order. 

April. — Dined with Dr. He spoke of the talkativeness of 
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the French nation, & told a story of the Abbe Raynal, who 
was a great talker, who came into a company where a 
French man talked so long & so incessantly that, he could 
not get in a word. At last he cried out " il e pendu, si il 
crache" " He is lost, if he spits." His grandson told another 
story of a Frenchman, who was dining, complaining to his 
companions that their noise kept him from tasting his 
Victuals. 

1788 April 19th.— Spent half an hour wth Dr. F. in his 
library. " He observed that a man lost 10 ^ cent, on the 
value, by lending his books ; that he once knew a man who 
never returned a borrowed book, because no one ever re- 
turned books borrowed from him." He condemned the 
foreign commerce of the United States, and observed that 
the greatest part of the trade of the World, was carried on 
for Luxuries most of which were really injurious to health 
or Society, such as tea, tobacco, Bum, Sugar, and negro 
Slaves. He added, " when I read the advertisements in our 
papers of imported goods for sale, I think of the Speech of 
a philosopher upon walking thro' a fair, " how happy am I 
that I want none of these things." 

Sepr 22. — Waited upon Dr. Franklin with Doctor Thibou, 
of Antigua. The Dr. said few but quacks ever made money 
by physic, & that no bill drawn upon the credulity of the 
people of London by quacks, was ever protested. He 
ascribed the success of quacks partly to patients extolling 
the efficacy of the remedies they took from them, rather 
than confess their ignorance & credulity, hence it was justly 
said, " quacks were the greatest lyers in the world, except 
their patients." He told two stories, the one of a Jew who 
had peculated in the French army, being told when under 
confinement that he would be hanged, to wch. the Jew 
answered, " who ever heard of a man being hanged worth 
200,000 livres," & he accordingly escaped. The Judges in 
Mexico being ordered to prosecute a man for peculation, 
found him innocent, for wch. they said, " they were sorry 
both for his own, & their sakes." 



Excerpts from the Papers of Dr. Benjamin Bush. 27 

British Commissary. Story of ears more faithful than 
eyes (?) He added further, that in riding thro' New Eng'd. 
he overtook a post Rider that was once a shoemaker, & 
fell into consumption, but upon riding two years as a post 
in all weathers, between New York, & Connecticut river 
(140 miles), he recovered perfectly, upon which he returned 
to his old business, but upon finding a return of his con- 
sumption, he rode post again, in which business he con- 
tinued in good health 30 years. He said that he could have 
purchased the independance of America at 1/10 of the money 
expended in defending it; such was the venality of the 
British Court. (?) 

Now. — Spend half an hour with Dr. in company with the 
Revd. Mr. Bisset & Mr. Goldsborough. He said Sir Jno 
Pringle once told him 92 fevers out of 100 cured themselves, 
4 were cured by Art, & 4 proved fatal. 

About the end of this month, I saw him alone. He 
talked of Climates ; I borrowed some hints from this Con- 
versation for the essay on Climates. 

1789. June ISth. — Had a long conversation with him 
on the Latin and Greek languages. He called them the 
" quackery of literature". He spent only abt. a year at 
a Latin School, when between 8 & 9 years of Age. At 33, 
he learned French, after this Italian & Spanish wch. led him 
to learn Latin wch. he acquired with great ease. He highly 
approved of learning Geography in early life, & said that he 
had taught himself it, when a boy, while his father was at 
prayers, by looking over four large maps which hung in 
his father's parlour. 

Time misspent, & time spending itself. 

Conversations in London in 1768 & 9. 

Four ways of winding up conversations, by Stories of 
robbers, Duels, murders, & in America of Snakes. 

The ministry read history not to avoid blunders, but to 
adopt & imitate them. 

" So, (said Mr. Gerard), Sir "Wm. Howe has taken Phila- 
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delphia." " You mean Sir, Philadelphia has taken Sir 
Wm. Howe." 

"Why do you wear that old coat to day," said Mr Dean 
to Dr F on their way to sign the treaty with the United 
States. " To give it a little revenge. I wore this Coat on 
the day Widderburn abused me at Whitehall," said the 
Doctor. He had great influence at the court of France. 

A letter from to Mr Carmichsel said, " he seldom goes 

to court, but when he does, every thing he says flies by the 
next post to every part of the kingdom." 

His method of improving a bad band; he learnt to write 
a good hand after he was 30 years of age. 

Maryland. 

Samuel Chase, a bold declaimer with slender reasoning 
powers. His person & manner were very acceptable, and 
to these, he owed much of his success in political life. He 
was an advocate for paper money in the Maryland Assembly 
in the year 1786. He was believed by some, & suspected by 
most of his fellow citizens to have wanted 

Wm Baca, a good tempered, worthy man, with a sound 
understanding, which be was too indolent to exercise. He 
therefore gave himself up to be directed both in his political 
opinions & conduct by Sam Chase, who had been the friend 
of his youth, & for whom he retained a regard in every stage 
of his life. 

Anecdotes, Facts, Characters, $c. 

The first motion to build, or to arm vessels to cruise 
against the trade of Britain, was made in Congress in 1776, 
towards the close of the year. It was ridiculed from every 
part of the house. It was thought the height of madness 
to think of opposing Britain on the ocean. The motion was 
notwithstanding seconded & carried. Four vessels were 
fitted out in Philadelphia, two of which reduced & plun- 
dered the Island of Providence, & afterwards fought a 
British Ship of war called the Glasgow. In 1779, the 
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United States had 7 frigates completely manned, and were 
nearly mistresses of the American Coast. 

The Scotch people in Pennsylvania were generally in 
favor of the American cause. But they still retained their 
National Character. They attached themselves strongly to 
the new powers that were formed upon the ruins of the Old 
Ones. They were always in favor of every civil or military 
Administration, however unwisely, or arbitrarily it was 
exercised. 

The Jews were generally Whigs, in every Stage of the 
revolution. 

I sat next to Dr. Franklin in Congress when he was 
chosen Commissioner to go to France, in Octobr 1776. He 
was then upwards of 70 years of age. Upon my congratu- 
lating him upon his appointment, he said, " I am now like 
the remnant of a piece of cloath, the Shopkeepers, you 
know, generally say when they sell it, you may have it for 
what you please. Just so my country may command my 
Services in any way they chuse." 

The character of Dr. Franklin has been lessened in the 
opinion of some people, by a supposition that he had a 
share in forming the constitution of Pennsylvania. It is 
true, he assented to it, but it is equally true, in a letter to 
general Wayne, <fc in a conversation with Mr. John Morton, 
& myself, he strongly reprobated that part of the consti- 
tution which places the Supreme power of the state in the 
hands of a Single legislature. There is a pamphlet of the 
Doctor's printed in the year 1763, in which he supposes 
three branches preferable to two. 

Mr. John Dickinson possessed great political integrity in 
every stage of the controversy, but wanted political forti- 
tude. In the debates upon the Declaration of Indepen- 
dance Mr. John Adams began a Speech by invoking the 
God of Eloquence to inspire him upon such a copious Sub- 
ject. Mr. Dickinson began a reply to Mr. Adams's Speech 
in the following words. " The gentleman who spoke last, 
began by invoking a heathen God. I shall introduce what 
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I have to Bay, by humbly invoking the God of heaven & 
earth to inspire me with the knowledge & love of truth, 
and if what I am about to say in opposition to the Declara- 
tion of Independance should be injurious in any degree to 
my country, I pray God to overrule my Arguments, and to 
direct us to such a decision upon this weighty question as 
shall be most for the interest & happiness of the people 
committed to our care." "I know," added he further, 
" that the tide of the prejudices & passions of the people at 
large is strongly in favor of Independance. I know too, 
that I have acquired a character, and some popularity with 
them, both of which I shall risk by opposing this favorite 
measure. But I had rather risk both, than speak, or vote 
contrary to the dictates of my judgement and conscience." 



